EDITORIAL                                         No 78       September & October 2008
I’ve come across a new source of one liners – some of this month’s are what is termed as ‘toilet wall’ humour, as in:        

Earthquake predictors are fault finders.
VALE VETS
The Vale Veterinary Group is proud to announce the opening of our new surgery. With effect from 1st September 2008, you can find us at what was previously the College Surgery Medical Centre, Cullompton. We look forward to welcoming you and your pets for a whole new experience.       Helen House
Goblin your food is bad for your elf.

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS – September 11th – 14th.

Heritage Open Days celebrates England's fantastic architecture and culture by offering free access to properties that are usually closed to the public or normally charge for admission. Every year on four days in September, buildings of every age, style and function throw open their doors, ranging from castles to factories, town halls to tithe barns, parish churches to Buddhist temples. It is a once-a-year chance to discover hidden architectural treasures and enjoy a wide range of tours, events and activities which bring to life local history and culture. Free of charge and literally on people's doorstep, Heritage Open Days are for everyone, whatever their background, age and ability.
There are numerous locations throwing open their doors in our area, including Hemyock Castle, Spicelands Friends Meeting House, The Mint - Exeter, Devon Records Office, the Guildhall, Ayshford Chapel, Gotham House - Tiverton, a number of guided walks in Tiverton and the World War Two D - Day slipways in Torquay. For more information, times of tours and admission, log on to www.heritageopendays.org.uk/directory or contact the Civic Trust on 0207 539 7900.
Wake up to insomnia!
ST MARY’S NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Abraham Lincoln once said, ‘If all the people who fell asleep in church on Sunday were laid out end to end …They would be a great deal more comfortable!’ and for many people the hard pews, unsingable tunes, uninteresting sermons and excruciating boredom are just some of the ingredients which shape their  image of ‘church’ on a Sunday.  Robert Louis Stevenson once entered in his diary, as if recording an extraordinary phenomenon ‘I have been to church today, and am not depressed!’ 
As vicar of St Mary’s, I hope that our services never give anyone reason to either fall asleep or feel depressed!  One of our priorities has been to offer a place of welcome to all and to provide, not only a variety of service styles on a Sunday, but an important oasis for all to come to God on a whole variety of occasions. In the last twelve months, the church building has hosted 22 local funerals, 4 weddings and 15 baptisms and looking at our attendance figures at these services alone we have had just under 3,000 people through our doors for these sorts of services this year.
Sunday by Sunday roughly 100 adults and 25 youngsters attend services in either our hall or church buildings.  It is wonderful to see our numbers swell for Harvest, Christmas, Mothering Sunday and Easter and I hope that on every one of these occasions, both our regulars and occasional members feel a sense of the presence of God and his great love for them.  Our church hall in Rectory Close is home to the Art Club, Rockers Toddler group, St Mary’s Luncheon Club, a keep fit class, a Ladies Guild and also serves as a venue for birthday parties and other family celebrations.  As you can see, Willand Parish Church is not a museum in the middle of our village, but a place of worship and community that serves many. There is so much to be thankful for in Willand, community support is strong and there is a sense in which for many of us, St Mary’s is ‘our’ church, not just for those who go along every Sunday. It means different things to us all, but one thing is certain; it lies at the heart of our village and has the village written on its heart.
You will find enclosed a leaflet telling you all about the necessary work of repair and renewal that we have embarked upon in recent weeks on our church buildings. We face a mammoth task of raising funds to cover the costs of dealing with damp in our walls and pillars, replacing damaged and worn out flooring and pews and increasing our seating capacity to accommodate the demands of our growing congregations. 
If you are one of those people who feel that the St Mary’s  is part of your story in Willand and want it to continue to be so for future generations, please consider making a donation, no matter how small, and play your part in supporting the Church with Willand on its heart. With love and prayers,
                                                                                                          Rev Anna x
New Keep Fit Class in St Mary’s Hall  On Wednesday evenings from 5.45pm – 6.45pm there’s a superb fitness class for all ages and abilities. Our highly qualified instructor makes the class fun and effective with a mixture of aerobic and stretching exercises. Class restarts on September 3rd, £3 per session. Call Anna on 32509 if you are interested. Newcomers are always welcome 

I’d give my right arm to be ambidextrous.

CULM VALLEY METHODISTS
We have 2 special invitations for you - we are joining with many churches around the country and inviting people to come back to Church on Sunday 28th September.  Our service on this morning, at 10.30am, will be a Songs of Praise style service. Whether you came to this church or not we invite you to come and rediscover faith, friends and fellowship.

Can you dance? or enjoy watching others try? A Barn / Folk Dance – open to everyone - is being provided on behalf of the Methodist Church at the Village Hall on 30th October at 7.30pm. There will be light refreshments. Cost £4. Just turn up on the night, we will be delighted to see you.                Paul Booth
WILLAND YOUTH CLUB
Frances is massively busy and so is Julie and actually come to think of it so are Pam, Mel & Mel, Arthur and all the other volunteers who help run the Youth Club.  So I’ve been collared to write this article!  Actually I don’t mind at all, they work so hard looking after the 3 age groups of youths that attend. Until you volunteer to do something yourself, you can never truly realise the amount of hours put in behind the scenes. They are all very passionate about running the youth club and are truly grateful for any input, however small it may seem.  Fresh ideas are always welcome and if it can be done, it will be done, finance and helpers permitting.
During the summer holidays the 5-10 year old group switched their opening time from 6-7.30 pm to afternoon sessions of 2-4 pm.  Along with the bouncy castle, Mel Billings did some wonderful face painting. There were ball games, & arts and crafts also surfaced again. We painted wooden spoons and tissue paper flowers have been some of the favourites. Sad I may be but I have always enjoyed the Blue Peter sticky back plastic and yoghurt carton thing. The Woodlands trip will hopefully have been a winner - I’m writing this the week before it takes place.  The charge was only £10 per head for entrance and coach journey, a lot cheaper than going in your own car and the coach was hopefully fun for the kids - we are all praying for good weather!
I believe the Bingo is still going well with a good turn out and lots of fun. It is the last Saturday of the month and newcomers are always welcome to join the regulars. We are holding a Car Boot Sale on Saturday 13th September, which includes a huge Draw with great prizes, and various other stalls.  The youth club will be open to amuse the children while you shop around the car boots, but save a bit of cash for a cup of tea and a biscuit at the end (there may be a cake if any bakers would like to get busy). Parental supervision will be required for the under 5’s. 

I have also roped myself in to try out a new idea, - “the 2nd hand bicycle sale.” 
Bring your old bikes to me at the Youth Club, I’ll give you a raffle ticket as your I.D. and if you give me your mobile phone number, you can go off and enjoy the Car boot. If someone wants to buy your bike we phone you and when you’ve sold it you give the Youth Club £2 commission. Great for upsizing the kids bikes.  Adult bikes are also welcome.  If you don’t want to take the bike home afterwards, we will take it to Ron’s Cycle shop in Tiverton where we will sell it to him for parts and take the cash for the Youth Club funds.
I think I’ve covered everything.  Hope to see you on Saturday 13th (2pm Sellers and 3pm Buyers) or why not drop the kids into the Youth Club for a session once a week to run off some steam while you take a breather. Mondays 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm for over 13 yrs: Wednesday 6.00 pm to 7.30 pm for 5 to 10 years & Thursdays 6.00 to 8.00 p.m. for 10 to 13 years. But please do try and help out once in a while too. 
RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO BRISTOL

We also have some good news for those children at secondary school. We are now going ahead with this residential trip on the 22nd November 2008 and are co-ordinating with Mike Dodd of Exe Valley Rotary Club to get this event going so if you’re interested, get yourself along to youth club for the details.
                                                                                  Many Thanks, Sally Taylor

You’re never alone with schizophrenia.

REMEMBERED REMEDIES.  
A member of my family is involved with a scientific project, researching the effectiveness of old remedies our Grandparents and Parents may have given us.  This project is not interested in medicines and cures bought over the Chemist counters. They think that the older generation are the ones to help with this, as they did not have the benefits of the N.H.S. and the Doctors bill was not always easy to pay. They want memories from all parts of the country - not just Devon. A couple of examples of what they require;  (1) For the healing of warts, rub the wool of beans or pods on the wart, with milk of scarlet pimpernel or milk of dandelion juice. (2) Place a hot onion in the ear to stop ear-ache and of course we all know about dock leaves to relieve stinging nettle pain.  If any of you have any old cures, please will you contact me and I will give you the necessary post-card to fill in and all further details. You will not receive junk mail, etc. from the scientists running this project, who are based at The Eden Project, Kew Gardens, The Chelsea Physic Garden and the Natural History Museum, amongst others. I hope to hear from you all with your "remembered remedies"                                 Betty Penberthy. Tel: 34361
If you want to delay a decision, form a committee.
LETTER TO THE ED

Brian – a very keen and helpful gardener, Mr Kirby from Kennerleigh, gave me a tip, after I explained that Potato Blight is a problem in the Willand area..  SARPO MIRA potato is impervious to blight, slugs & wireworms, it has large tubers, is an early maincrop and tremendous yielder. Suitable for all cooking purposes and was available at the time (2004) only from Thompson & Morgan, whose ‘phone number is/was 01473 688821. Happy gardening Martine Kirk. 

If you have no money, your children’s concern for you is genuine.

AN INTRODUCTION
Dear Resident.  Firstly I would like to introduce myself to you; I am Jonathan Sims, your Police Community Support officer for Willand.  I am a member of the Cullompton Neighbourhood Policing Team and I work alongside PC Katie Rich. I have recently transferred from Chudleigh Police, where I also served as a Police Community Support Officer and prior to this I worked in Sales and Marketing and spent an extensive amount of time travelling the UK. It is so nice to be living and working back in Devon, which I love so much. In my spare time I like to be out walking, fishing, playing Golf and having fun with my 4-year-old son.

You may have heard people talking about PACT. PACT stands for Partners And Communities Together and the idea behind this is to find out what the residents and communities actually feel about the area they live in. What worries them within the area? How they feel it could be improved. We have just placed PACT Post boxes/card dispensers around the village. Please take the time to fill in one of the cards so we can find out what your concerns are. The boxes are located within Willand Fish & Chip shop, Willand Post Office and the SPAR shop at Willand Service Station.
In January 2009, we will be holding a meeting to discuss these concerns with people who can help make a difference. These include yourselves and our partner agencies and I shall keep you updated on how things go over the coming months. I look forward to meeting you around the village.

                            Kind regards, PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims  08452 777 444

AND NEWS FROM OUR P.C. 

PCSO Jonathan SIMS has now joined the Neighbourhood Team here at Cullompton Police Station and he is the designated Police Community Support Officer for Willand and other surrounding Villages.  Jonathan and I (P.C. Katie RICH) hope over the coming months to be able to show a more visible presence in the Village and to combat problems that are reported to us concerning Willand.
I am slightly concerned that a lot of things happening in the Village may not be being brought to our attention, because for whatever reason people are not reporting them.  In our role as Neighbourhood officers we are able to address a number of different types of problems and not just criminal matters. Even if you think that your neighbour has already reported a problem to us, if it is affecting or upsetting you as well, then please let us know.
If you require immediate police attendance to deal with a matter there and then, please call 999. If you wish to report an incident which does not require an immediate response, please call the Police Headquarters at Middlemoor on 08452 777444, who will take a note of all the details and give you a log number to quote for future enquiries of the incident. This is also the telephone number to ring if you wish to leave a message regarding any of your concerns for Jonathan or myself – please leave a number so we can return your call.
From the 18th September 2008, we will be holding monthly beat surgeries at the Village Hall from 6 o’clock.  Representatives from the Parish and District Councils will also be present at these surgeries, so if you have an issue you wish to discuss with us or them then please come along.
Neighbourhood policing is about working with local communities and being able to identify what local residents concerns are.  Please take the time to fill in a PACT postcard (see Jonathan’s article), ‘phone us or pop along to one of the Beat surgeries. If we don’t know there is a problem in a certain part of the village, then how can we be expected to do anything about it! Let us know what is happening and where and we’ll see what we can do to address the problem.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Neighbourhood watch schemes used to be run by a police officer based at our Head Quarters in Exeter but recently it has become the responsibility of local officers to set up and run these schemes.  As such, Jonathan and I are keen to meet all those people who are currently neighbourhood watch co-ordinators in Willand and anyone else who is interested in the scheme or would like to set up a neighbourhood watch on their street.
We are going to be holding a Neighbourhood Watch meeting in the Village Hall on Tuesday the 11th November 2008 at 19.30.  Please can all current Coordinators try and make it and anyone else who is interested in supporting this cause or finding out more.  We look forward to meeting you then.

                                                                                                  PC Katie RICH.

Who was Corporal Punishment?

INVEST 5 AND YOUR RETURNS ARE COUNTLESS
“I haven’t got time, besides I don’t stop all day”

If this is you, read on.  

Scenario:- “Mum, come and look at this”  “Show me later I’m a bit busy”

Stop.  Can’t that washing up wait 5 minutes, what’s the worst that can happen? The water runs cold and you have to re-run some more.  Are you not constantly asking your child to do something “now”?  5 minutes can ease your and your child’s tension, your child will more often than not be happy to carry on without you for 20 minutes or even an hour if you would only give them 5 minutes when they first ask you.  And you will feel good that you haven’t put it off ‘til later and before you know it, it’s their bedtime again.

Scenario:- “I must just get to the end of this report, then I’ll have a break” 

Stop.  That work on the computer always takes longer than you think.  Set up an alarm every 30/40 minutes, save your work, then get up, walk around, bend, stretch, screw up your face and take some deeeep breaths.  I promise you your report will be finished more quickly and you won’t be tired and aching so much.
Scenario:-  “I must dig over that plot and plant those.…”
Those gardening jobs are always bigger and longer than you plan aren’t they? and you nearly always ache afterwards!

1) Stretch and warm up before you even start (I know I should but do I ever?)   2) Pick one area of the garden or one particular task and stick to it.   

3) I find it helps to start gardening 30/45 minutes before I am due to collect the children from school, I focus on the job in hand and don’t over do it!!

Scenario:-  You wake up in the morning with a million things on your mind, jump out of bed and muddle your way into some sort of multi-tasking chaos.  Things get done, but not quite the way you would have liked.  Stop.  Try not getting out of bed for 5 minutes (even 3 minutes if you can’t spare the time), take a few deeeeep breaths, breathing out as far as you can and in as far as you can on the last breath.  Whilst doing this, gently, wiggle your fingers and toes, point your knees inwards and outwards, sit up, and on the side of the bed roll your shoulders backwards and forwards, don’t over stretch, then stand up and shake yourself like a dog and in the shower pull some seriously funny faces.  Now tell me your day doesn’t start off a whole lot more controlled and dare I say, fun?
This great and wonderful world is becoming a non-stop race track, we have more to fill our day than ever before; we have more gadgets to do it with but we then just cram more into our day.

You can pat yourself on the back that you have stopped for 5 minutes to read this magazine, but stop more often, get off the treadmill, enjoy life itself, the people around you, nature, breathing!  Stop and listen to the deafening silence (when it is there!). Stop and smell the flowers, touch the trees and the leaves as you walk to the post box. Taste your herbs and veg’s in the garden, raw.  Touch each other while you are watching TV or chatting to a friend.  Use your senses.  Use your sense.  5 minutes.                                                Sally Taylor
Save trees. Eat a beaver.
WILLAND FOLK DANCE CLUB
I’ve been asked to give a plug to the club, who have their Club Nights on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month, from 8.00 ‘til 10.30pm, at the Village Hall. Any prospective new members should contact Mary Marker, whose details appear inside the front cover.                                                                Ed

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL

Our last two social and fund-raising events were very successful.  They were the Auction of Pledges and Promises, in June, which raised over seven hundred pounds, and the Summer Quiz, in July, which raised over three hundred.  Our thanks to all who worked so hard to make them  successful, especially to our Quizmaster, Peter Walter, and to you, the members, who supported them so splendidly.

Once again, our warmest congratulations to our Chairman, Kathleen Sprague, who was presented with her well-earned M.B.E. at Buckingham Palace last month.

We are all getting ready to play our part at Bridwell on Sunday, 7th September, and would very much appreciate any assistance members may feel able to give.  Please contact Kathleen on 840359 with offers of help.

STOP PRESS: PLEASE REMEMBER THE “AT HOME” ON FRIDAY, 26TH SEPTEMBER IN THE GILL BOX RESTAURANT AT 7.30 P.M. ALL THE USUAL FUN OF THE FAIR.                                                 George Wheatley
Even hypochondriacs can be ill.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

2008 has been a sad year for the Garden Club, as we had to cancel our annual Flower and Vegetable Show for the first time in its history. In spite of the fact that we have publicised it as an amateur show, people have been very reluctant to enter any exhibits. Although a few schedules were collected from the Post Office, there were no telephone requests for schedules, in spite of them being free. A few years ago we made entries free to encourage more people to take part, but this has not worked either. As so little interest had been shown, the decision was made to cancel it on the Tuesday beforehand. We will be looking at whether or not we will hold a show in the future, as there is a great deal of hard work involved in organising something that is not going to be supported by the community. 
At our July meeting, one of our members, Brian Carlson, brought along some of his fuchsias to sell and told us about their history, propagation and the variety of forms. In September, our speaker will be from Colourwheel Plants. This is a nursery outside Honiton, which grows all its own plants. We have a coffee morning in the Village Hall on Saturday, 20th September, where we would like to see you all. If you have any comments or suggestions about the Flower Show, please let us know then, or telephone me on 33828.



                                               Carol Allan (Secretary)
Nudists are people who wear one-button suits.
LETTER TO THE ED.
Please find attached a press release for Devon PCT’s Expert Patients Programme. It is a programme that provides support to people in Devon living with long-term health conditions. Please give me a ring if you would like any further information. Best Regards, 

Paul Hopkins, Communications Officer, Devon Primary Care Trust – Provider.  Tel: 01392 356 953 or Mobile: 07971330491.

People in Devon living with long-term health conditions can receive free support from trained tutors. The Expert Patients Programme (EPP), run by Devon Primary Care Trust will help them develop skills, confidence and knowledge to manage their conditions better and have more control of their lives.  Led by trained tutors who have experience of living with a long term health condition, the programme includes relaxation techniques, dealing with tiredness,  healthy eating, coping with feelings of anger and depression, communicating with family, friends and health care professionals, and planning for the future.

Carmel Fanconi, EPP co-ordinator for the trust, said anyone living with a long-term health condition was invited to take part. “It is important that people with long-term conditions feel more confident and in charge of their lives and that’s what our courses are designed to achieve,” she said. “We have been working hard at running courses across Devon to ensure as many people as possible can benefit from the EPP.” Courses are to be held at:
Kingkerswell Health Centre (3 Sept to 8 Oct.,  Weds, 10.30am to 1.00pm)
Dawlish Hospital (5 Sept to 10 Oct., Fridays, 10.30am to 1.00pm)

Honiton Hospital (12 Sept to 17 Oct., Fridays, 10.30am to 1.00pm)

Cowick St., Exeter (24 Sept to 29 Oct., Wednesdays, 2.00pm to 4.30pm)

Barnstaple (17 Sept to 22 Oct., Wednesdays, 1.30pm to 4.00pm)

Crediton (30 Sept to 4 Nov., 2.00pm to 4.30pm)

Exeter (16 Jan to 20 Feb 2009, Fridays, 10.30am to 1.00pm)

Devon PCT also runs Looking After Me courses, for carers who look after a person with a long term condition.  All these courses are free but it is advisable 

to book early in order to secure a place. The course locations are as follows:
Exminster (10 Oct to 14 Nov., Fridays, 10.30am to 1.00pm)

Exeter  (17 Oct to 28 Nov., Fridays, 10.30am to 1.00pm

(There’s a sandwich lunch provided afterwards.)
To take part in an EPP or Looking After Me course, please contact us by phone: 0800 073 0792 or by email: d-pc.EPP@nhs.net.  Please leave your name and number.
Pinocchio is a swinger.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Not a lot to report at this quiet time of year for the Hall. We are having the floor repaired and polished soon and have ordered some additional chairs. Our gas bills have risen to over £2500 per annum and, as gas prices keep rising, this figure is likely to rise considerably. As the Hall is a registered charity and has no income apart from that from bookings, fundraising events or grants, this will inevitably result in an increase in hire charges, which will be looked at in April 2009. We do try and keep charges as low as possible, especially for Willand residents and organisations, and our hire charges compare very favourably with other halls in the locality.
There are a lot of classes and clubs starting up again in September. Please see your free Adult Education brochure for details of flower arranging and painting. There is also a Pilates class, Keep Fit for the over 50’s and upholstery as well as the normal village clubs like Short Mat Bowls, Garden Club, Over 60’s, CAMEO, Folk Dance etc.
Please remember that we collect and recycle paper. This includes magazines, catalogues, phone books, cardboard (not in large quantities please) and all other kinds of paper. We are able to sell this to the paper mill and receive payment both from the mill and from MDDC. It is a valuable source of income for the Hall, so please support us. The paper is collected in the shed at the Youth Club end of the Village Hall car park. The shed is open daily (except Sundays) from 9.00 to 5.00.
Bookings for 2009 are now being taken. For details and availability, please contact Tony Wills on 34782 or the website via middevon.gov.uk, following the Willand links (or Google Willand Village Hall, which is much easier!).

Go to university – be the most qualified person

 in the dole queue.

CULM VALLEY AMATEUR BOXING CLUB

My name is Mark Barrington, I’m 34 and I’ve lived in Willand for 23 years. I’ve worked locally in agriculture for most of my life and I’m also a part-time fencing contractor. Whilst this is my main occupation, I’m also a qualified England A.B.A. boxing coach, the sport being a passion of mine. When I was younger, I boxed at Watchet Amateur Boxing Club, until I had the good sense to retire at the ripe old age of 30 and concentrate on coaching before taking my examinations two years ago in Bristol.

Last year I had the opportunity to work closely with the Taunton Police, setting up a new Boxing Club in the town. Aimed mainly at troubled children, this had a great impact on the community in helping to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour amongst its young people, giving many of them an aim in life and putting them back on track to a stable life
Although the current crime rate is much lower in the Culm Valley than in Taunton, I think a Boxing Club could play a great part in this community, giving an opportunity to anyone wishing to learn to box or just keep fit. With the help of local businesses and the support of the Parish and District Councils, as well as that of Jonathan Sims, the local P.C.S.O., I have decided to set up a club under the name of Culm Valley Amateur Boxing Club.  The Club’s base will be at the Langlands Business Park, on the Uffculme Road. Age groups will be from 9 – 16 years and 16 and above. There will also be a weight-lifting gym for adults and everyone will be made welcome, including girls and ladies who wish to keep fit or box.
Each lesson will last for two hours and fees are £1.50 for 9 – 16’s and £2.00 for the over 16’s. There may be the opportunity for separate lessons for the under 9’s, depending upon how many wish to attend. The Club will open on Monday 25th August at 7.00 pm and will continue to be open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at that time.  All under 16’s must be accompanied by an adult at the initial first night’s introduction. For further information or advice, please contact me on 07773 900346                           Mark Barrington
OVER 60’s CLUB

Our monthly meetings have certainly been very well attended. We have had many new members this past year and we would like to give them all a very warm welcome.  In July, the pupils from the primary school came and entertained us again by singing songs from this year’s production of ‘Wind in the Willows’, which our members really enjoyed. 

By the time this magazine is published, we’ll have had this month’s meeting, when our speaker was Mrs J. Soul, talking on ‘The anecdotes of a Tourist Officer’. We always look forward to our cup of tea at the end of our meetings and also the draw, where we nearly all walk away with a prize.

We were certainly blessed with excellent weather when we went on our Mystery Trip in June. We visited the Torre Cider Farm near Watchet for our coffee – this is certainly worth a visit. Our journey through the Quantocks to Burnham-on-Sea, for lunch, was really breathtaking, the scenery was wonderful.   Lynmouth, in July, was as pretty as ever and in August, we will be visiting Poole again – and hoping the weather will be kind again. Please, look in the Diary Dates for our next outings, as we always welcome non-members to join us – if there are spare seats. I would like to thank those who have in the past – I know they have enjoyed themselves.

On September 13th, we will be having another Coffee Morning in the Hall – and hope to see many of you there again.                            Margaret Atherton 

A good career path may be an un-adopted road.

CAMEO

With the help of a cine-recorder, we ladies were taken 3000ft up the Andes with Mrs West, our recent speaker. The Inca trail, with remote clusters of homes, could be reached with difficulty, slowly by the travellers and on all fours sometimes in single file, having to climb vertically with a sheer drop on one side and a shortage of oxygen.  Sensible ones took the helicopter, a twenty minute journey.  Of particular interest to us was the Peruvian ladies, if married, wore their hat brims down but up if they were not spoken for!  Spectacular scenery was followed by white water rafting, so realistic we could almost feel our safety helmets and the foam, flinching from jagged rocks so near. Giddy, yes! Phew!
The Diners Club led by our hard workers, Sylvia and Marion, who scout ahead bringing us advance lunch/evening menus and prices, is in full swing.  They also arrange lifts. I don’t know of any woman who would enter a restaurant alone and sit at a solo table trying to ignore curious stares. Daunting. This outlet of CAMEO I haven’t mentioned recently but our sincere thanks to these two ladies.  Our most recent outing was to the Merry Harriers at Westcott, under brand new management and without exception, we were all very impressed. Excellent food and not expensive.
Walking members took part in the Big South West Walk, raising £300 for the Children’s Hospice S.W. Precious Lives Appeal. On a recent walkabout from Dulverton to Court Down, this memorial tablet by the church was seen:

“Charles Palk Collins, Surgeon. He resided 60 years in this Parish Relieving pain  Succouring the poor   Promoting local improvements   Upholding manly pursuits (! !) And actively performing the duties of a loyal Englishman.”

Our skittles ladies, with lifts arranged, thoroughly enjoyed themselves at the Rose & Crown, Calverleigh, recently.   And now, we are all thinking up ideas to encourage you to join us at our Coffee Morning on 1st November.  It’s going to be far more extensive than usual, with lucky dips, stacks of various books very reasonably priced, Tombola, gorgeous cakes, etc., at 50p for entrance, coffee and biscuits – a bargain!!  See you there? Please support the Children’s S.W. Hospice.                                                                                     Jo Hudson
Waiting for the go-ahead is just a delaying tactic.
HALFWAY HOUSE

We’d like to welcome 2 new chefs to the business, who have developed a wide variety of new meals in our revised menu. To go with this, The Halfway House now runs a Carvery from 12 until 7 on a Sunday - for this and all other times we strongly recommend that bookings are made! To complement the new menu, the restaurant and newly refurbished Garden Room have been transformed with the addition of new oak furniture from Finds Furniture of Uffculme. The new furniture not only brightens the area but creates more space and seating for both eating or simply drinking with friends.
We would also like to take this opportunity to inform everyone that we do have a beer garden with children’s play equipment. The equipment was also sourced locally, from Supertramp. The garden is accessible from both the Bar and the Lounge and is fully enclosed so that children cannot escape!
This year, thanks to a larger selection of sporting channels on Sky, including some club channels such as Arsenal TV, more games and events will be shown. Thanks to a combination of all of these, we hope there is now something for everyone at The Halfway House - we look forward to your visit.

                                                                   Simon, Andrew and Sue Trevelyan

 
Quasimodo – that name rings a bell.
QUOTING SHAKESPEARE

If you cannot understand my argument, and declare “it’s Greek to me”, you are quoting Shakespeare. If you claim to be “more sinned against than sinning”, you are quoting Shakespeare. If you act “more in sorrow than in anger”, if your “wish is father to the thought”, if your lost property has “vanished into thin air”, you are quoting Shakespeare. If you have ever refused “to budge an inch”, or suffered from “green eyed jealousy”, if you have played “fast and loose”, if you have been “tongue-tied” – “a tower of strength” – “hoodwinked” or “in a pickle”, if you have “knitted your brows” – “made a virtue of necessity”, insisted on “fair play” - “slept not one wink” – “stood on ceremony” – “danced attendance” on your “lord and master” – “laughed yourself into stitches”, had “short shrift” – “cold comfort” or “too much of a good thing”, if you have “seen better days” or lived “in a fool’s paradise”, why, be that as it may, “the more fool you”, for it is a “forgone conclusion” that you are “as good luck would have it”, quoting Shakespeare. 

If you think “it is early days” and clear out “bag and baggage”, if you think “it is high time” and that “that is the long and short of it”, if you believe that “the game is up” and that “truth will out”, even if it involves your “own flesh & blood”, if you “lie low” ‘til “the crack of doom” because you suspect “foul play”, if you have “teeth set on edge at one fell swoop” –  “without rhyme or reason”, then “to give the devil his due” if the “truth were known” for surely you have a “tongue in your head”, you are quoting Shakespeare. Even if you bid me “good riddance” and “send me packing”, if you wish I was “dead as a doornail”, if you think I am an “eyesore” – a “laughing stock” – the “devil incarnate” – “a stony-hearted villain” – “bloody minded” or a “blinking idiot”, then “by Jove” – “O Lord” – “tut tut” – “for goodness sake” – “what the dickens!” – “but me no buts” – “it is all one to me”, for you are quoting Shakespeare.                       Bernard Levin, for Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre

COUNTYWIDE MAP OF BUS SERVICES 
Free copies are now available of Devon County Council's Devon bus map, which is published annually, provides residents and visitors with details of almost all local bus services and rail routes in the county. The map also includes information about the bus operators serving the area, many of which are under contract to the County Council. However, it does not contain information on services within towns and cities, school or work services.
Copies are available from tourist information centres, bus company offices, post offices and libraries. For all timetable enquiries in South West England, call Traveline on 0871 200 22 33. Calls from landlines cost 10p per minute plus network extras. All DevonBus publications can be ordered from DevonBus on 01392 382800 or by e-mail to devonbus@devon.gov.uk. Further bus information is available at www.devon.gov.uk/buses
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Firstly, we would like to thank all of you who responded to the enquiry about the Davey family.  The information received has been passed on to the relevant people and they were extremely grateful for some encouraging leads in their family quest.  
Since the last Parish Magazine, the History Group held a small exhibition as part of the ‘Fun in the Sun’ summer fete organised by St Mary’s Church and the Methodist Church, held at The Gables back in June.  It was an extremely successful day all round and we were very encouraged by the number of people coming through the exhibition.  Many were happy to recall memories of how Willand used to be, while the favourite topic of conversation seemed to be memories of The Gables and concern over what the might become of the house in the future.  
The main Willand History Group Exhibition will be held on Saturday 29 November 2008 in the Club Room of Willand Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon.  At the same time, Willand Methodist Church will be holding their Coffee Morning in the main hall.  The main theme for this year’s exhibition will be local genealogy, and will include guidance on investigating family history, with particular reference to Willand and the resources held in the Willand Archive.  The exhibition will also include displays on The Gables, the Willand Conservation Area in the Old Village, as well as a selection of images of people and places from Willand’s recent and not-so-recent past.  More details will appear in the next Magazine, and as always everyone is welcome to come along. 
In the Willand Archive we have a copy of the program for a Boy Scout Revue, which was put on at Willand Village Hall in March 1964 and I am sure a number of you may remember it.  The revue was called ‘The Gang Show’ and was performed by Bradfield School (1st Willand Scout Group) in conjunction with 1st Cullompton Boy Scouts and 1st Uffculme Boy Scouts; this was a period when there was not a Scout Group actually running in Willand itself.  ‘The Gang Show’ was a concept that had been running since 1932 and was designed to raise funds, as well as spread the word of the Scout movement.  It was primarily a musical event and included songs such as ‘The Happy Land’ and ‘Soldiers of the Queen’.
The Willand show was held on March 12th, 13th and 14th 1964 at 7.30 in the evening, with a 2.30 afternoon matinee on Saturday.  It was produced by Bill Edes, a housefather at Bradfield, who as a young Cub himself, had appeared in a Gang Show.  A tremendous amount of preparation, rehearsal and hard work was put in, not only by the Bradfield School boys of Willand Scouts, but also by their friends from Cullompton and Uffculme Scouts and a team of local volunteers.  Equipment, staging, props and costumes came from far and wide, with an organ coming from Tiverton.  The people of Willand helped with the smooth running of the event, including Bill Cudmore, who had once run Willand Scouts, and was in charge of ‘House Management’.  It was clearly a rewarding experience particularly for the boys of Bradfield.   W.E. Philip, Chief Education Officer at County Hall, Exeter commented in the program that, ‘Working up for the Gang Show, with the aid of a team of twenty helpers, has been a most valuable leisure time activity for the boys’. He also paid tribute to, ‘the goodwill and practical help of numerous friends in and around Willand.’

Finally, here is a brief story of danger, heroics and the potentially disastrous circumstances that occasionally arose in wartime Willand.  On 24 August 1943 the Tiverton Gazette reported that Mrs Kezia Chick (wife of Albert Chick who for many years had been the village carpenter and undertaker), “has had the experience of a cow entering her kitchen.  Later the animal took a fancy to her drawing-room, where it admired itself in the mirror.  The man in charge of the cow, taking her by the horns, induced her back out of the front door.”  
                                                                           James Morrison 01884 250057
Tolkien is hobbit forming
PARISH LENGTHSMEN

I’m told ours has a new work schedule, which makes his routine considerably more organised. Ken’s work area covers twenty local parishes and according to the new schedule, he is allocated four days for working in Willand, every forty nine days. Anyone who regularly travels around the parish must be constantly aware of the excessive growth nature has produced these past months but I often wonder why we parishioners don’t take more responsibility ourselves for tidying it up where we can, rather than assuming someone else will do the job.   
AND FINALLY

It seemed very strange to see 22 lots of our St. Mary’s Church interior arranged for sale at Oaks & Partners auction in Cullompton on Saturday 16th August.   Pews, panelling, a piano and other items, much of which is around 150 years old, went ‘under the hammer’, although a number people I have spoken to were unaware of this opportunity to purchase a piece of history. It will be interesting to see how much the church benefits financially from the sale. (Stop, Stop Press…. The total ‘hammer’ sale value was £579.00 - but there will be deductions). 
And if the Mag seems a bit on the thin side as far as articles are concerned, obviously some of my regulars have gone on holiday.                                  Ed.
WILLAND DIARY            
September
Monday       1st 
   Culm District Flower Club                     W.V.H.,        2.15pm
Tuesday       2nd
   Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday     4th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                           10.00am
Thursday     4th     CAMEO                                                  W.V.H.,       7.15pm
Wednesday 10th   Willand Garden Club, Colourwheel Plants, W.V.H.,  7.30pm
Thursday    11th    Over 60’s Club                                       W.V.H.,        2.15pm

Thursday to Sunday, 11th – 14th, Heritage Open Days.
Friday         12th   Cheese and Wine eve. for Cancer Research, W.V.H., 7.30pm
Saturday     13th   Over 60’s Coffee Morning                     W.V.H.,      10.15am
Saturday     13th   Willand Youth Club Car Boot Sale        W.V.H.,        3.00pm
Tuesday      16th
  Willand Rovers Bingo                            W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday    18th   Walk-in Surgery, Parish & Dist. Cllrs, Police, WVH  6.00pm
Friday         19th   Cowgirl Twisters                                     W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Saturday     20th   Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning    W.V.H.,      10.15am
Monday      22nd   Over 60’s Club Outing to Looe              W.V.H.,        9.30am
Tuesday      23rd
  Willand Village Hall Whist Drive           W.V.H.         7.30pm
Saturday     27th
  Coffee Morning Cancer Research           W.V.H.,      10.00am
Saturday     27th   Youth Club Bingo                                   W.V.H.,        7.30pm
October

Thursday     2nd   Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                            10.00am
Thursday     2nd    CAMEO                                                  W.V.H.,        7.15pm
Monday       6th    Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H.,        2.15pm
Tuesday      7th
  Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday     9th    Over 60’s Club (Harvest)                        W.V.H.,        2.15pm

Thursday 16th    CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE NOVEMBER MAG.
Friday       17th
  Cowgirl Twisters                                     W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Saturday   18th 
  WVH Coffee Morning                             W.V.H.,     10.15pm
Monday    20th     Over 60’s Club Outing to Wye Valley    W.V.H.,        9.00am
Tuesday    21st     Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Saturday   25th 
  Youth Club Bingo                                   W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Tuesday    28th 
  Willand Village Hall Whist Drive           W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday  30th     Barn  Dance,  Willand  Village Hall                            8.00 pm   

Friday       31st     Willand Village Hall Whist Drive           W.V.H.,        7.30pm
November

Saturday     1st      CAMEO Coffee Morning                        W.V.H.,      10.15am         

Monday     3rd
  Culm District Flower Club                      W.V.H.,        2.15pm
Tuesday     4th 
  Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,        7.30pm
Thursday    6th     Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                            10.00am 
Tuesday    11th    Neighbourhood Watch Meeting,              W.V.H.,        7.30pm

